[Dentoalveolar surgery for the dentist: removal of third molar].
In contrast to removal of other teeth and roottips, a third molar is mostly removed for preventive reasons. There is still debate about the correct indications for removal of third molars. As soon as the decision to remove a third molar surgically is made, the dentist has to decide between performing the surgical procedure himself or referring the patient to an oral and maxillofacial surgeon. Level of difficulty of the treatment and experience, available time, availability for postoperative care, and personal interest of the dentist are issues influencing this decision. This article describes systematically the indications, for instance using preoperative radiodiagnostics, the factors determining the technical surgical plan, as well as the practical surgical procedures.